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The kinds of impact on slaves made by the traffic in human merchandise . . . are symptomatic of what 
in contemporary affairs we should now call violations of fundamental human rights. If the current 
sensitivity to that concept sharpens perception and understanding of the past, then that to my mind 
marks a true historical advance. It does not follow that what is admirable from the past is any the less 
admirable; it simply means that the price of the admirable—an incalculable degree of human misery 
and suffering—is given its full historical due. It is in this sense, accordingly, that one might assert that 
the best history is very much contemporary history.
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