Bartoloméo de las Casas
publishes his defence of
the indigenous peoples of
the Americas, calling for a
halt to the use of native
labour by the conquering
Spaniards

Peace of
Augsberg—

an important treaty
where the rights of

Protestants vis-a-vis the Catholic 1756-1763 1713
Church were recognised for the

first time

1776
Declaration of
Independence of
the Thirteen
Colonies @®

that would create
the United States
of America

1789-1793 @e
French Revolution,

including @e
Revolutionary
Constitution and
the Declaration on
the Rights of Man

1863
Signature

US President
Lincoln of the
‘Lieber Code’

1865

Creation of the
International Postal
Union, the first inter-

State organization :

1871

Sino-Japanese Treaty of Amity,
the first treaty between China
and an East Asian State
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Timeline of the History of International Law

Pre-1900

[ J
‘Eternal Treaty’ signed (]
between Hittite and fa)
Egyptian Empires <
Lo |
1453 Capture of Constantinople
by the Ottoman Empire °
®
o
: =
<
L |
1492 o
Encounter @ . .
Treaties of Westphalia—a key treaty
between Europeans and o
. . Foundation of the Dutch establishing several cornerstone
North American Indians i ciples that till rel tt
i rinciples that are still relevant to
after the journey of East India Company, an P P -
instrumental entity in developing international law today

Christopher Columbus

to the Caribbean trade relations

for Europe with the wider world
Treaty of Peace

between France and
Iroquois Indians—a

Seven Years' War: a particularly Peace of Utrecht puts an N
) significant treaty between a
relevant war that, despite the main end to the multi-party £
_ uropean State and an
belligerents being European States, War of the Spanish o :
s _ _ P indigenous group in
was fought primarily outside of Europe Succession ~ eastern North America
o ® (=
[ ] o (=]
M~
L |

Sino-Russian

1803 1807
Haitian Revolt ~ Slave Trade
was a first major Act abolishes

Treaty, an early example
of a border delimitation

resistance to slavery via treaty
European in Great
colonisation Britain ® 1826 Simon Bolivar's Panama
[ S @ Congress heralds a co-ordinated
8 e 4 declaration of independence of
ﬁ South American colonies from Spain
1858 1815 ¢ 8
Completion of Congress of Vienna establishes the Concert @ °Q® 1°%/ _ _
the British takeover of of Europe system, that would dominate pEeulinieenton
: th in Greek Uprising,
India and the Europe for most of the 19 'century leadi |
eading to eventua
proclamation of the Raj 1847 g
Treaty of Erezum between Persiaand @ Greek independence
e Turkey, demarcating their shared border. colonies from Spain
o
® 1854 Ryukyu Treaty @ 1842 _
o @ being the first treaty signed Treaty Of Nank'_ngl e}
1856 by Japan with a Western humiliating capitulation of
I - State, the United States China to Great Britain
Ottoman Empire finally admitted to the including the cession of
‘Concert of Europe’, 200 years after the 1885 Hong Kong
signing of the 1649 Instrument for the Foundation of the Indian
Prolongation of Peace with the Holy @ independence movement,
Roman Empire. Congress
o@® 1899
H First Hague Peace
1873 @ : Conference and the
. . creation of the
Foundatfon of the Institute of 1885 Permanent Court
International Law, argued by Final Act of the Berlin Conference of Arbitration
Martti Koskenniemi to represent ratifies the ‘Scramble for Africa’ and
the “birth’ of the modern the foundation of the ‘Congo
profession of international law Free State’ as a ‘personal possession’

of Belgian King, Leopold Il
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Timeline of the History of International Law

1900-2019
Second Hague Peace Conference
includes representatives of Latin Treaty of Annexation, through which
American States in a Euro-centred Japan asserts sovereignty over Korea

conference for the first time

1933 1928 Kellogg-Briand Pact outlawing

Dar-Al-Harb—Islamic jurists ~ war, negotiated between France

conclude that the ‘dar al-harb’  and the United States, World War | takes place
(alawless ‘territory of war’)  but signed by more 1922
is obsolete  than 30 States Entry into ® International
1935 o ® operation of the o °® Congress of Women—
Italy invades Abyssinia and confirms @ o [ Permanent Court of @ 1000 women meet in

the failure of the League system

International Justice

Geneva to discuss the
outbreak of the Great

1920

1933 War
ot Japan invades Manchuria 3 :
and proclaims the 1923 1920 Paris Peace Conference,
1936—1939 @@ 1939—1945 puppet Commencement of  Establishment leading to Treaties of Versailles,
Hitler takes World War II state of work of the Hague of the League Saint-Germain, Neuilly and Sévres
power in Germany, takes place 2 Wandnlwer Academy of of Nations in
occupies Austria gy g Y ) (= International Law Geneva
and Czechoslovakia g
L |
1945 1948
Signature of the ; 3 ® Universal Declaration of
UN Charter in o Human Rights is passed by
General Assembly San Francisco Nuremburg and Tokyo the General Assembly
signs Declaration on trials take place against
New International major Axis war
Economic Order criminals
Stockholm Covenants on civil and
Conference on the political rights, and on
Environment takes economic and social
place rights, are adopted
2 1989 1993 Oslo Accords establish Israel-

= Fall of the Berlin Wall and 2 o Palestine peace framework along a

g end of the Cold War ‘two-state’ solution

L |

Iranian Revolution leads to
nationalisation of petroleum
companies, hostage crisis, and
eventual creation of Iran-US
Claims Tribunal

1990

Invasion of Kuwait by Iraq triggers ; ;
first military action authorised by the 1994 Marrakech
Security Council since the 1940s Agreement 'Y )
establishes the 1998 Signature of

World Trade
Organisation

the Rome Statute

Second Iraq War led by the US and the UK, o
establishing the

this time without Security Council approval _ o
International Criminal

UN Declaration on H Court
_ Indigenous Peoples is ®
_ Entryinto  hassed by the General 1999
Paris Agreement on force of Treaty Assembly NATO intervention into

Climate Change is adopted prohibiting Nuclear

Kosovo lays bare the

Co by consensus W *
eapons :

Global Migration P doctrine of
Compact and Global humanitarian
Refugee Compact are intervention _

d for sianature *though the five permanent
opene 9 members of the Security Council

and most States protected by
COVID-19 Global Collective them will not ratify
andemic declared b : .
P Y Action on Climate
World Health
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Emergency Intensifies

Organization and OXFORD

spreads worldwide
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