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The Lincoln Public Schools 

Social Studies Blueprint 

provides a frontpage for important resources 
for social studies teachers while also 

representing a design for the integration of 
social studies content and skills across a 

student’s career as a social studies learner.  The 
“Student as Citizen” reminds us that student 
learning is at the center and emphasizes a 

broad definition of “citizen” that includes all 
students as participants in their communities, 
nations, and world.  Students learn to become 

informed, active, and engaged citizens. 



K-12 Sequence 

Kindergarten - rules, symbols, 
celebrations, transportation 
First - exploring our school, 
neighborhood, and people and 
places in our country 
Second - we the community, 
workers, history makers, people 
Third - Communities - focus on 
Lincoln 
Fourth - Nebraska Studies 
Fifth - early American History 

Sixth: 6th Grade Humanities (ancient 
history - 8,000 BCE - 300 CE) 
Seventh: World Studies - medieval history 
(300 BCE - 1450) 
Eighth: American History (early contact - 
industrialization) 
Ninth: Civics (one semester) & Geography 
(one semester) 
Tenth: World History (600 CE - present) 
Eleventh: U.S. History (1900 - present) 
Twelfth: Government & Politics 
Other HS: Psychology, Economics, Electives 



Organization of American Historians & 
American Historical Association 

“The Organization of American Historians remains dedicated...to 
encouraging informed public discussion of and engagement with historical 
questions that are critical to understanding both the triumphs and 
tragedies of our nation’s past. It is only through purposeful interrogations 
of our national story that we can appreciate the history of the United States 
in its full complexity and utilize our knowledge of it to inform our present 
and build a better future.” 

“As scholars, we locate and evaluate evidence, which we use to craft stories 
about the past that are inclusive and able to withstand critical scrutiny. In 
the process, we engage in lively and at times heated conversations with 
each other about the meaning of evidence and ways to interpret it. As 
teachers, we encourage our students to question conventional wisdom as 
well as their own assumptions, but always with an emphasis on evidence.” 



Social Studies Inquiry 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d23hM_aeb1Gs2DiDizyLO-mt43nKDwZ_/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ACepoIO7jzVdfBUlNiEfaSVfGDdszxKMNZPrNySleFc/edit




Historical Thinking Skills & Outcomes 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d23hM_aeb1Gs2DiDizyLO-mt43nKDwZ_/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m1AM2lj1CeaDbxqKf_zt7hfp73-wJtyZtVcjGD9QdPo/edit


Considering Multiple Perspectives 

“Considering multiple perspectives” is the frame used for LPS social studies courses in order to 
dispel the notion of a single story of American History. 

The skill of considering how the documents and 
resources we have access to may not allow us to 
see the “whole story.”  Consider how the sources 
we have might ignore or silence some voices. 



C3 Framework (adopted by the National Council for Social Studies) 



C3 Framework (adopted by the National Council for Social Studies) 



2019 State Standards for Social Studies 
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2019 State Standards for Social Studies 
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LPS Board Policy 



LPS Board Policy 



Examples from K-12 
Social Studies 



4th Grade: 
How did the Oregon Trail change the lives of Native Americans? 



Overview of Lesson Procedures 

1) Students look at a timeline of events. 

2) Students watch a 2-minute video clip for background information. 

3) Students read 4 pages in their textbook for background information. 

4) Students read an excerpt from a travel journal of Benjamin Ross Cauthorn. 

5) Students read an excerpt from a speech by Chief Lone Horn. 

6) Students track their thinking using Google Slides. 

7) Students write a newspaper article addressing the essential question. 





8th Grade: 
Were African Americans really free after the Civil War? 



8th Grade: 
Were African Americans really free after the Civil War? 



Overview of Lesson Procedures 

1) Students receive background information about Reconstruction, 
specifically different plans for Reconstruction and the 13th, 14th, and 15th 
Amendments. 

2) Students read excerpts from the Mississippi Black Codes, Louisiana 
Grandfather Clause, and a sharecropper’s testimony. 

3) Students complete a graphic organizer gathering evidence to support the 
violation of the goals of the Reconstruction Amendments present in all 
three documents. 

4) Students engage in optional enrichment activities. 

5) Students complete a district common assessment analyzing two opinions 
written by Supreme Court Justices in the Plessy v. Ferguson case. 





11th Grade: 
Why were Japanese Americans incarcerated without trials during WWII? 



11th Grade: 
Why were Japanese Americans incarcerated without trials during WWII? 



Overview of Lesson Procedures 

1) Students receive background information about World War II. 

2) Students watch a government newsreel from 1943 by the U.S. Office of War 
Information. 

3) Students read excerpts from “The Munson Report” and “The Crisis”. 

4) Students track their thinking on a graphic organizer and revise their hypothesis to 
the essential question after each source. 

5) Students read four pages in their textbook and compare it to the primary source 
accounts. 

6) Students complete a practice assessment by reading an excerpt from the Korematsu 
Supreme Court ruling and a 1983 report from the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Civilians. 





Questions? 
Jaci Kellison, K-12 Social Studies Curriculum Specialist, jkellis@lps.org 

mailto:jkellis@lps.org
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