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Chapter 1 
 

“They are the Life of the Nation”:  

Women and War in Traditional Nadouek Society 
Kathryn Magee Labelle 

 

 
 

Questions for Critical Reading 
 
1. How integral was women’s “behind-the-scenes” work in the context of traditional warfare? 

 
2. In their introduction to the chapter, the editors point out that the Jesuits and other missionaries 

worked hard to undermine the influence of Nadouek women. How strong was the women’s 
influence and how visible was it to outsiders? 
 

3. Where can we see the matriarchal society structure in Nadouek warfare practices? 
 

4. Why has “war and women” been a neglected topic of study by historians? 
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