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Chapter 2 
 

Native American Women and Religion in the American Colonies:  

Textual and Visual Traces of an Imagined Community  
Mónica Díaz 

 

 
 

Questions for Critical Reading 
 

1. What opportunities did the Church offer for Indigenous women to contribute to their 
communities? Why were these important? 
 

2. What was the role of Catholic Indigenous women in education and converting their 
communities? How did this role change into the 20th century? 
 

3. According to Díaz, it is difficult to find sources related to these nuns as nothing they wrote 
survived. How does this limit our study of their lives and roles? 
 

4. The portraits in the article show Indigenous nuns with both Catholic and cultural elements. Why 
did the artists choose to diminish their individual culture in favour of their religions attributes? 
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