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Chapter 3 
 

“Fertile with Fine Talk”: Ungoverned Tongues  

Among Haudenosaunee Women and Their Neighbours  
Jan Noel 

 
 

Questions for Critical Reading 
 

1. Why did white women’s position and power within the colonial context change in the eighteenth 
century? What were the consequences of this change? 
 

2. Why were some women—such as the Desauniers sisters and Konwatsi’tsiaenni—permitted to 
stop outside traditional gender roles? 
 

3. This study disrupts the common history of the male dominated fur trade. Why are studies like 
this important? What do they reveal about Indigenous women’s lives of the period? 
 

4. How did women from multiple locations in the colony resist attempts to diminish their “voice”? 
What were the consequences of this resistance? 
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