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Chapter 5 
 

 Speaking for Herself? Acadiennes Communicating Identity in 

Eighteenth-Century île Royale 
Anne Marie Lane Jonah 

 
 
 

Questions for Critical Reading 
 

1. What do these correspondences reveal about the gender and social class structures of this 
period? 
 

2. Read the well-known historical poem “Evangeline” by Longfellow. How is the study by Jonah a 
“counter narrative” to this famous representation of Acadia?  
 

3. How did these women’s individual identities and backgrounds change the way they were 
represented? 
 

4. Jonah uses the original French text in her article. Does this aid in your understanding of the text, 
or inhibit it? 
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Suggested Videos and Websites 
 

 Fortress Louisbourg 
www.fortressoflouisbourg.ca 
 

 Evangeline: A Tale of Acadie by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
www.bartleby.com/42/791.html 
 

 The Acadians 
www.cbc.ca/acadian/index.html 
 

 Virtual Museum of New France 
www.historymuseum.ca/virtual-museum-of-new-france/ 
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