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Chapter 8 
 

Women at the Hustings:  

Gender, Citizenship, and the Montreal By-Elections  

Of 1832 
Bettina Bradbury 

 

 
 

Questions for Critical Reading 
  
1. Bradbury suggests that the 1832 by-election is usually analysed in terms of ethnicity, class, and 

French versus English. By shifting the gaze to include gender, how does our understanding of 
the by-election, and of life in Montreal, change?  
 

2. What role did the press play in shaping the public’s understanding of women voters during the 
long 1832 by-election? 
 

3. It is rarely recognized that women could vote in Canada prior to the 20th century. How does 
this history of the 1832 election challenge the popular history of women “gaining” the vote? 
 

4. Why were women included in the voting process in Lower Canada? Why were they eventually 
excluded after the 1832 election? 
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