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Chapter 9 
 

Nimble Fingers and Strong Backs: 

 First Nations and Métis Women in Fur Trade and  

Rural Economies 
Sherry Ferrell Racette 

 

 
 

Questions for Critical Reading 
 
1. Racette concludes that the importance of Indigenous women’s labour significantly declined in 

the 19th century. Why was this the case and how did it impact Indigenous women? 
 

2. Why did historians overlook women’s role in the fur trade until recently?  
 

3. How did Indigenous women’s work differ from the idealized white woman’s work at the time? 
 

4. Why did Racette choose “labour” as a lens to examine Indigenous women’s bodies? How did 
the choice of this lens influence her conclusions? 
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