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Chapter 10 
 

Women’s Agency in Upper Canada: 

Prescott’s Board of Police Record, 1834-1850 
Katherine M.J. McKenna 

 

 
 

Questions for Critical Reading 
 

1. Many authors in this volume discuss “resistance.” How were women using the Police Courts 
as a form of resistance? 
 

2. Based on the most common infractions brought to Police Courts, what do these records 
reveal about expectations for women at this time?  
 

3. McKenna uses Prescott, a single town in Upper Canada, as a case study. What are the 
benefits and dangers of using a single place as evidence? 
 

4. The legal system in Canada changed significantly in the 1850s, when this article concludes. 
What political and social factors influenced this change, and how did women’s relationship 
with the law impact their agency? 
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