Chapter 11

“Ushered into the Kitchen”:

Lalhia Halfkenny, Instructor of English and Elocution
At a Nineteenth-Century African American Women’s College

Jennifer Harris

Questions for Critical Reading

1.

Harris challenges the reader to think more deeply about “firsts” rather than simply celebrating
them. Why is this important, and what does it reveal about women’s historical experiences?

Halfkenny’s story is an exceptional case. What are the benefits and drawbacks of looking at
exceptions to the norm?

Harris mentions that there are no surviving documents in Halfkenny’s own words. What are the
drawbacks of using “remembrances,” such as obituaries, as the primary source of biographical
information?

Harris traces Halfkenny’s life through her connections with different places. How do specific
locations influence Halfkenny’s experiences and identity as a black woman?
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