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Chapter 13 
 

Divided by the Ballot Box:  

The Montreal Council of Women and the 1917 Election 
Tarah Brookfield 

 

 
 

Questions for Critical Reading 
 
1. How did the war expose the differences between egalitarian and maternal feminists? Did these 

differences help or hinder women?  
 

2. How did French-Canadian nationalism and struggles over race, religion, and class impede first-
wave feminism 

 
3. Does Brookfield create a more nuanced and complex understanding of first-wave feminism? 
 
4. How was the image of motherhood used to appeal to women voters during the First World 

War? Why was this strategy chosen? 
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 1917: Campaign Images 
www.cpac.ca/en/1917-campaign-images/ 
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