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Chapter 14 
 

The Politics of Milk: 

Canadian Housewives Organize in the 1930s 
Julie Guard 

 

 
 

Questions for Critical Reading 
 

1. Why was the Toronto Housewives Association considered an appropriate venue for women’s 
political involvement? How does this campaign differ from other political causes taken up by 
women?  
 

2. What methods did the Toronto Housewives Association employ to get their message across? 
How were they confined by their expected gender roles? 
 

3. What was the symbolic importance of milk and how was it connected to women’s gender roles 
during this period? 
 

4. Why was the Toronto Housewives successful in their campaign and well received by the general 
public?  
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