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Chapter 15 
 

Front Lines and Frontiers:  

War as Legitimate Work for Nurses, 1939-1945 
Cynthia Toman 

 

 
 

Questions for Critical Reading 
 
1. How were civilian nurses transformed into military nurses? 

 
2. How did nurse’s work during the war open up new legitimate spaces for women’s work? 
 
3. Why were nurses given a certain amount of autonomy during the war? 
 
4. Women were permitted to be nurses due to their stereotypical role as mothers, but men were 

not allowed to be nurses in the military until 1967. What was the relationship between men and 
women in the medical service and how was this role impacted by gender roles of the time? 
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