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“A Million Hearts from Here”:  

Japanese-Canadian Mothers and Daughters 

And the Lessons of War 
Pamela Sugiman 

 

 
 

Questions for Critical Reading 
 

1. How do official accounts of the war influence the three women’s remembering? 
 

2. Consider the passages from Tamura’s short story. How do these passages match her 
grandmother’s remembering? How do they differ? What does this reveal about inter-
generational remembering? 

 
3. Sugiman only studies her own family in this article. What factors may influence other families to 

remember the internment differently? 
 
4. This article does not use any traditional historical sources commonly accepted in the field. Can 

this article still be considered “history”? Why or why not? 
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 Japanese Canadian History 
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 Japanese 
www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/immigration/history-ethnic-cultural/pages/japanese.aspx 
 

 Minoru: Memory of Exile (NFB film) 
www.nfb.ca/film/minoru-memory-of-exile 
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