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Chapter 17 
 

Gender, Ethnicity, and Immigrant Women  

In Postwar Canada  

Joan Sangster 
 

 
 

Questions for Critical Reading 
 

1. How did both sides of the “Dionne girl’s” debate use “paternalism” to argue for their cause? 
 

2. Sangster mentions that there were many perceptions of the Dionne girls’ experiences. What 
factors influenced how these commentators perceived the Dionne girls? 
 

3. There is no direct commentary from the girls themselves. What other sources does Sangster use 
to construct their experiences? What are their biases? 
 

4. The Dionne girls’ Polish ethnicity was less “threatening” to the post-war Canadian public than 
previous waves of immigration. Why were they more accepted than other generations and how 
was this reflected in broader immigration policy from the same period?  
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Multimedia Resources 
 

 Polish Immigration History 
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 Polish Heritage in Canada  
http://www.polishheritage.ca/ 
 

 Women after the War 
http://wartimecanada.ca/document/world-war-ii/reconstruction/women-after-war 
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